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Salvation, Faith and Good Works, 


n 


n 


** 


II E that deſires more perfectly to underſtand theſe | 
1 great Doctrines of Chriſtianity, ought diligently 
"to read the Holy Scar ros, cſpecially St. Paul's 


+4 _—epiltles to the Romans, and the Galatians... And 
„% * Whoſeevergiveth his mind to the Holy Seriptures, 


* 
is; : 


with diligent ſtudy and burning deſire, it cannot be 
that he ſhould be left without help. For either God 
& will ſend him ſome godly doctor to teach him, or 
God himſelf, from above, will give light unto his 
mind, and teach him thofe* things which are neceſſary 
for him, Man's human and worldly, wifdem or 
ſcience is not needful to the underſtanding of ſcrip- 
ture; but the Revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, who 


« inſpireth the true meaning unto them that with hu- 
„ mility and diligence ſearch for it.” ; | 


® Homilz of, Reading the Holy Scriptures. ; 
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of God's mercy, and Chriſt's merits embraced by faith, 
is taken, accepted, and allowed of God for our perfeft. 


: „ Bic all men are ſinners againſt God, and 


tiſm, when they turn again to God unfeignedly, are like- 
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Of the Salvation of Mankind. 0 
| breakers of his law, therefore can no man by his 
works be juſtified and made righteous before God, But 
every man is conſtrained to ſeek for another righteout- 
neſs, or juſtification, to be received at God's own hand. 
And this juſtification, or righteouſneſs, which we receive 


and full juſtification. For the more clear and full un- 
derſtanding hereof, it is our part ever to remember, how 
that all the world, being wrapt in fin, God ſent his'onky 
Son into the world, to fulfil the law for us, and by ſned- 

ding his blood, to make ſatisfation to his Father for our 
fins, to aſſuage his indignation conceived againſt us. 

2. Inſomuch that infants being baptized, and dying in 
their infancy, are by this ſacrifice waſhed from their 
fins. And they who in act or deed fin after their bap- 


wiſe waſhed by this ſacrifice from their fins, in ſuch fort 


that there remaincth not any ſpot of fin, that ſhall be 


imputed to their Damnation, This is that juſtification 
or righteouſneſs, which St. Paul ſpeaketh of, when he 


Laith, Gal, ii. 16. No man is juſtified by the works of the 
law, but by faith in Jeſus Chriſt And again, „e are 


juſtiſied by the faith of Chriſt, and not by the works of the 


law: for by the works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. , 1 


g. The great wiſdon of God, in this myſtery of our 
redemption, hath.tempered his juſtice and. mercy toge- 


ther. His mercy he ſheweth, in delivering us from our 


captivity, without requiring any ranſom to be paid or 
n to be made on oux parts: which thing by us had 


been impoſſible to be done. And whereas it lay not in 
us to do that, he Tee yo a ranſom for us, that was, the 


precious body and blood of his own Son, who, beſides, 


this ranſom, fulfilled the law for us perfectly. And fo 
the juſtice of God and his mercy embraced together, 
tullilled the great myſtery of our redemption. 
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. 4. Of this juſtice and mercy of God knit together, 


Ipeaketh St. Paul, in the third chapter to the Romans. 


All have iuned and come ſhort of the glory of Cod: but are 


guſtified freely by his grace, thro the redemption that is in 


oi Chriſt: whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, 


e * 


in the 8th chapter, that which was impoſſible by the 


Aro faith in his blood. And in the ioth, Chrift is the en 


f the law for righteouſneſs to every one that n 2g 1 
? 14 9 | 
inſomuc as it is weak through the fleſh, God ſending his 


6 own Son in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for ſin, condemned 


— 


fon in the fleſh : that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfi- 


lied in us, who walk not after the fleſh but after the ſpirit. _ 


5. In theſe places the apoſtle toucheth efpecially three 
things, which muſt go together in our juſtification. Upon 
God's part, his great mercy and grace; upon Chriſt's part, 


the ſatisfaftion of God's juſtice, by the offeting his body, 


and ſhedding his blood, with fulfilling of the law per- 


| fefily and thoroughly; and upon our part, a ttue and 


lively faith in the merits of Jeſus Chriſt. So that in our 


— Juſtification there is not only God's mercy and grace, but 
huis juſtice alſo. And ſo the grace of God doth notſhut . 


out the righteouſneſs of God in our juſtification; but 
only ſhutteth out the righteouſneſs of man; that is to ſay, 


the righteouſneſs of our works. 


6. And therefore St. Paul declareth nothing on the 


behalf of man, concerning his juſtification, but only a 
true and lively faith, which itſelf is the gift of God. 


And yet that faith doth not ſhut out repentance, hope, 
Jove, and the fear of God, to be joined with faith inevery 
man that is juſtified, But it ſhutteth them out from the 


office of juſtifying. So that altho' they be all preſent 


together in him that is juſtified, yet they juRify not all 
together. | A eee 


5 Neither doth faith ſhut out good works, neceſ- 
' farily.to be done afterwards, of duty towards God: 


{for we are moſt bounden'to ſerve God, in doing good 
works, commanded in ſcripture, all the days of our life.) 


But we may not do them tdthis intent, to be juſtified 


by doing them. For all the good works we can do, are 
not able to deſerve our juſtification :; but our juſtifica- 
tion cometh freely of the mere mercy of God : and of 


ſo great and free mercy, that whereas all the world was 


not able to pay any part towards their ranſom, it plea- | 
ſed him, without any of our delerving, to prepare for 


1 


As the moſt precious jewels of Chriſt's body and blood 
whereby our ranſom might be paid, the law fulfilled, 
and his juſtice ſatisfied, So that Chriſt is now the 
_. righteouſneſs of all them that truly believe in him, He 
For them paid their ranſom by his death. He for them fuls 
filled the law in his life ; fo that now in him, and by him 
every Chriſtian may be called a fulfiller of the law. For- 
aſmuch as that which their infirmity lacked, Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs hath ſupplied. hs 


8. Ye have beard, that no man can be juſtified by his 


own works, inaſmuch as no man fulfilleth the law: 
And St. Paul in his epiſtle to the Galatians, proveth 
the Tame, ſaying, If there had been a law given which could 
have juſtified, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have 745 by the 
law. And again: f righteouſneſs came by the law, then 1s 
_ Chriſt dead in vain. And to the Epheſians he faith, 
1 - {chap ii.) By grace are 5 F thro* faith ; and that 
not of yourſelves : it is the gift of God; not of works, 20 * 
man ſhould boaſt, And to be ſhort, the ſum of all Paul's 
diſputation is this, If righteouſneſs come of works, then it 
cometh not of grace + and if it come of grace, then it cometh 
not of works, And to this end tend all the prophets, as - 
St. Peter ſaith, (Akts x. 43.) To him give all the prophets 
witneſs, that thro* his name, whoſocver belteveth in him, ſhalt 
receive remiſſion of fins. OT on I 
9. And that we are juſtified only by this true and lively 
Faith in Chriſt, ſpeak all the ancient authors ;. ef- 
pe cially St. Cyprian, Origin, St. Chryſuſtom, Hilary, Ba- 
Jil, St. Ambroſe and St. Bit e by which they take 
away clearly alf merit of our works, and wholly aſcribe 
our juſtification unto Chriſt only. This faith the Holy 
Scripture teacheth us, is the ſtrong roch and foundation of 


Chriſt's church do approve. This dettrine ſetteth forth t 
true glory of Chriſt, and beateth down all vain glory of man. 
This whoſoever denieth, is not to be accounted for a Chrijtian 

man, nor for a ſeiter forth of Chrilt's glory ; but for an ad- 


_ 
Fa * = 


tlie Chriſtian religion. This doctrine all ancient authors & BH 
8 


a ver ſary to Chriſt and hes goſpel, and for a jetter forth 96 $ 


man's vain glory. ibs 
10. But that this true dodtrine of juſtification by faith 
may be truly underſtood, obſerve, that juſtification is 
the office of God only; and is not a thing which we 

tender to him, but which we receive of him by his free 
mercy, thro' the only merits of his beloved Son. And 
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the true ſenſe of this doctrine, we are juſtified freely by. 
' faith without works, or, we are juſtified by faithin Chriſt 
only, is not, that this is our own act to Believe in Chriſt, or 
is our faith in Chriſt, which is within us, doth juſtify 
us:; (for that were to account ourſelyes to be juſtified 
by ſome att or virtue that is within ourſelves) but that 
altho* we have faith, hope, and charity within us, and 
do never ſo many works thereunto; yet we mult re- 
nounce the merit of all, of faith, hope, charity, and all 
other virtues and good works, which we either have 
done, ſhall do, or can do, as far too weak to deſerve our 
Juſtification : for which therefore we muſt truſt only in 
God's mercy, and the ſacrifice which Chriſt offered for 
%%%, / / / -.” „% ͤ oh; 
11. As then John Baptiſt, as a great and godly a man 
das he was, yet in this matter of forgiving lin put the 
people from him, and pointed them to Chriſt, ſaying, 
Behold the lamb of God which taketh away the fins of the 
world even ſo as great and godly a virtue as faith is, it 
| . from itſelf, and pointeth us to, Chriſt, to 
Have only by him remiſſion of fins or juſtification. So 
that our faith, as it were, ſaith unto us thus: It is not 
oe that taketh away your jins. It is Chriſt only, and to 
tam alone 1 ſend you for that purpoſe ; forſaking all your 
good virtues, words, thoughts, and works, putting your truſt 
in Chriſt only. * N „ 
12. And in truth, neither our faith nor our works do 
_;uſtify us; that is, deſerve remiſhon of our ſins; but 
God himſelf doth juſtify us, of his own mercy, thro? 
the merits of his Son only. Nevertheleſs, becauſe by 
faith given us of God, we embrace the promiſe of 
God's mercy, and of the remiſſion of our fins; there- 
fore the ſcripture ſaith, that faith doth juſtify, faith with- 
deut works. And as it is all one to lay, faith without 
- works, and only faith doth juſtify us, therefore the anct- 
ent fathers from time to time ſpeaks thus; only faith 
a oper us ; meaning no other than St. Paul means when 
be faith, Faith without works juſtifieth us. And becauſe 
this is wrought. thro” the only merits of Chriſt, and not 
thro' our merits, or thro' the merit or any virtue we 
have within us, or of any work that comet from us: 
therefore in that reſpect, we renounce, as. it were. 
again, faith, works, and. all other virtues, For our. 
,, corruption thro? original ſin is. fo Kc 0 5 
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Faith, charity, words and works, cannot merit or deſerve 
any part of our juſtification for us. And therefore we 
thus ſpeak, humbling” ourſelves to God, and giving to 
our Saviour Chriſt all the glory of our juſtification, 
1. To juſtify then, is the office of God to man. 
Our office and duty to God is not to paſs our time fin- 
fully or unfruitfully : for this were to ſerve the devil, | 
and net God. For that faith which bringeth not forth " "nl 
repentance, but either evil works, or no good works, 
is not a pure and living faith, but a dead and deviliſh _ 
one, as St. Paul and St. James call it. For even the 
devils believe, That Chriſt was born of a virgin: that 71 
na wrought all kinds of miracles, declaring himſelf very pes 
God: that for our ſakes he ſuffered a moſt painful death, _ j 
to redeem us from death everlaſting : that he roſe again the 
'. . third day: that he aſcended into heaven, and fitteth at 
the right hand of the Father, and at the end of the world a 
come again to Juage both the quick and the dead. Theſe 
articles of our faith the devils believe, and fo they be- 
lieve all that is written in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment. And yet for all this faith, they be but devils, 
_ 'They remain fiull in their damnable eftate, lacking the very 
- Ire CRrRRan Fall. TE”: 3 
14. The right and true Chriſtian faith, is not only to be- 
lieve, that "Holy Scripture, and the articles of our faith, 
are true s but alſo to have a ſure truſt and confidence to be 
ſaved from everlaſting damnation by Chriſt ; whereof doth 
follow a loving heart to obey his commandments. _ 
135, And this true Chriſtian faith, neither any devil 
Hhath, nor yet any man, Who in outward profeſſion, 
in his receiving the factaments, in going to church, 
and in all outward appearances, ſeemeth to be a Chrit- 
tian, aud yet in his life ſheweth the contrary, For 2 
how can a man have this true faith, ſure truſt and con- Aj 
fidence in God, that by the merits of Chriſt his fins are: 
forgiven; and he reconciled to the favour of God, when he C 
'demeth Chrilt in his works ? © Surely no ungodly man 
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can have this faith and truſt in Gd. | 
156. If we do truly believe, that whereas we were con- 
\, demned:to hell and death everlaſting, God hath given 
\ *His own Son to take our nature upon him, and to fuffer 
death for our offences, to juſtify us, and to reſtore us 
to life everlaſting : if we truly believe that he hath 
made us His dear children, brethren unto his only Son, 
En! oon * $3 7 I $Y ; *. $444 and” 
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and inheritors with him of his eternal kingdom of hea- 


ven; theſe great and merciful benefits of God will 


move us to render ourſelves unto God wholly with all 


Dur hearts, might, and Power, to Terve in all 80 
Works, to ſeek in all things his glory; evermore dread» 


ing to offend in word, thought, or deed, ſuch a merci - 


ful God and loving Redeemer, They will alſo move 


us, to be ever ready for his fake to give ourſelves to 
our neighbours, and as much as lieth in us, to ſtudy 


With all our endeavour, to do good to every man. 
Theſe are the fruits of our faith, to do good, as much 
2s lieth in us, to every man; and above all things, 


and in all things, to advance the glory of God: to 
whom be praiſe and honour, world without end. 


Or TRUE CHRISTIAN FAIT RH. 


1. l HE firſt coming unto God is through faith, 


whereby we are juſtified before. God; but leſt 


any man ſhould be deceived, for want of right under». 


ſtanding thereof, it is Fiigantly to be noted, that faith 
is taken in ſcripture two ways: there is one faith, 
which the ſcripture calleth a dead faith ; and this 


| by St. James, is compared to the faith of devils, who 


believe and tremble, and yet do nothing well: and ſuch 
a faith as this have wicked Chriſtians, who profeſs they 


- Snow God, but in works deny him. 


* 


22. This faith is, a perſuaſion that there is a God, and | 
" belief of all the truths contained in his word. So that | 


it confiſteth only in believing that the word of God is true. 
And this is not properly called faith, But he that readeth 


CGeſar's commentary, tho' he believeth it to be true, 


yet is not properly ſaid to believe in Cæſar, of whom 
he looketh for no benefit: even ſo he that believeth 


all the Bible to be true, and yet liveth ungodly, .is not 


properly {aid to believe in God: for he hath not ſuch 


a faith and truſt in God, whereby he ſurely looketh 
for grace, mercy, and everlaſting life at God's hand. 


For inaſmuch as faith without works is dead, it is not 
faith, as a dead man is not a man. | 


3. Another faith there is in ſcripture, which is not 
idle or unfruitful, but (as St. Paul declares) working 
S love. And as that is called a dead faith, ſo this may 

be called a quick or living faith. This ts not only a be- 
beef of the articles of our faith ; but alſo a ſure truſt and 
| i confidence 
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*Chrift, and a ſtedfaft hope of all good things at God's 
Rand n me EN ſhould fall from 
'him by fin, yet if we return to him by true repentance, 
he will forgive our offences for his Son's fake; and 
make us inheritors of his everlaſting kingdom: that 
in the mean time he will be our protector and defender, 
and not withdraw his mercy finally from us, if we 
commit ourſelves wholly unto him, hang only upon 
him, ready to obey and ſerve him. This is true, liv- 
ing, Chriſtian faith; which is not in the mouth, and 


outward profeſſion only, but it liveth and ſtirreth in- 
wardly in the heart: and this faith is not without hope | 


and truſt in God, nor without the love of God, and 
of our neighbour, nor without the fear of God, nor 


Without the defire to hear God's word, and to follow 


'the ſame, in avoiding evil, and gladly doing all good 
ff co: 01000 SR 
4. Of this faith, three things are ſpecially, to be 
noted; firſt, that it is fruitful in bringing forth good 
works; ſecondly, that without it can no good works 
be done; thirdly, what good works this faith doth 


« * 


bring forth. 


5. For the frſt, as light cannot be hid, but will- 
Thew itſelf at one place or other: ſo true faith cannot 
be hid, but will break out, and ſhew itſelf by good 


works. And as the living body ofa man ever exercis- 
eth ſuch things as belong to a living body, for nou- 


riſhment and preſervation of the ſame; even ſo the 
ſoul that hath a liviag faith, will be always doing 
ſome good work, which ſhall declare that it is living. 
Therefore, if any man fancy he is ſet at 'liberty- from 


doing good works, it is a manifeſt token, he hath no 


true faith; yea, he knoweth not what true faith 


meaneth. For the true Chriſtian faith is, not only a 
belief of all the things of God which are contained in 
Holy Scripture; but alſo. an earneſt truſt and confi- 
dence in God, that he is careful over us, as the father is 


| over the child whom he loveth, and that he will be 


merciful to us for his Son's fake. Aud this true faith, 


_ 


moved 


© #* Tt is the doftrine of the Church of England, to which every 
Miniſter of the Church hath ſubſcribed, in ſubſcribing the 35 th arti- 
ele that, * without, or before this, can no good work be done. 
# . 5 | | „ 5 
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Tonfidence in the mercy of God through our Lord Jeſus. 


when we conſider what God hath done for us, is alſo 
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moved thro' the continual aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God 
= to ferve and pleaſe him, to keep his favour, to fear | _ 
— his diſpleaſure, to continue his obedient children, tl 


_ Thewing thankfulneſs by oblerving his commandments, | #: 
E __ * and that freely, for true love chiefly, and not for C 
. dAtread of puniſhment, or love of temporal reward; | 4 
1 conſidering how clearly, without our deſervings, we 6 
Have freely received the mercy and pardon. | 


Therefore, if it do not appear in our converſation, V 
the faith we pretend to have is but feigned : becauſe 7 
true faith is manifeſtly ſhewn by good living, and b 5 

Words allo; as St, Auguſtin ſaith, Good living cannot be | 

: feparated from true faith, which worketh by love: 4nd St. 
Chryſoſtom, Faith is full of good works ;, and as john as a 
man believeth, he all be adorned with them, plen- 
tiful it is of good works, St. Paul teacheth N large in 
the 11th chapter to the Hebrews; evidently declaring, 
that true faith is no unfruitful thing, but a thing of 

6 70s virtue, of wonderful operation and ſtrength, 

inging forth all good motions and good works, 

7. Every man therefore muſt diligently examine 

© Himſelf, whether he hath this faith in his heart or not. 

1 He that feeleth his heart ſet to ſeck God's honour 

| and leadeth not his life after his deſire, but ſetteth 

his mind to ſerve God for his own, ſake, and for his 

ſake to love all his neighbours, whether they be friends 
or adverſaries, doing good to every man, (as opportu- 
nity ſerveth, and willingly hurting no man; ſuch a man 
may well rejoice in God, perceiving by his life, that 
he hath a living faith. But he that doth not live ac- 

| * God's words, deceiveth himſelf, if he think 
8. Let us then by our works declare our faith to be 

te living, Chriſtian faith: and by ſuch virtues as 

| - © Ought to ſpring out of faith, Let us add to, or in our 

1 faith, virtue in our virtue, knowledge ; in our knowledge, 

| _ temperance eee bes" in our patience, 

godlineſe 3 in our godiineſs, brotherly kindneſs ; and in bro- 
therly kindneſs, charity. Aw, arab te bow 0. 330%05.. 
_ So ſhall we both certify our conſcience, that we are 
in the right faith, and alſo confirm other men, IF 
you feel and perccive ſuch a faith in you, rejoice in it. 
Let it be daily increaſing more and more by good 
Works; ſo ſhall you be ſure that you ſhall pleaſe God, 
and when his will is, receive the end of your faith, even 
the ſalvation of your ſouls, e e 


e mm. 
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9. The ſecond thing that was noted of true faith was, 


that witkout it can no good work be done: for as the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, ſaith our Saviour 


+ Chrilt, except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye except ye 
"abide in me. 4 am the vine; ye are the branches; he that 


abideth'in me and Tin kim, he bringeth forth much fruit: 


For without me ye can do nothing. And St. Paul pro- 
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veth that Enoch had faith, becauſe he 777 God; for 
without faith, ſaith he, it is impoſſuble to pleaſe him. 
10. Faith giveth life to the ſoul; and they are as 


world, whoſe bodies want ſouls. - Without faith all 


we do is but dead before God, be it ever ſo glorious 

before man. Even as a picture is but a dead repreſen- 
tation of the thing itſelf; ſo are the works of thoſe 
- who have not faith before God. They are but ſhadows 
of good and living things, and not good and living 
things indeed: for without faith no work is good before 


God. We muſt ſet no good works before faith. 


Let no man, ſaith St. Auguſtin, eon , 
good works before his faith; for where faith was 


© not, good works were not. There is one work in 


«-which are all good works, that is, faith which work= _ 
eth by love. If thou halt this, thou halt the ground 
of alt good works: without this, thou haſt only the 

. + Raghws pr them TEE VV 
11. To the ſame purpoſe ſaith St. Chryſoftom, * Many 

who have not the true faith, yet- flouriſh in works 

of mercy; but the chief work is lacking, to believe 


- 


in him whom God hath ſent. So ſoon as a man 
© hath' faith, he ſhall flouriſh in good works, For 


faith is full of good works, and nothing is good 
4 without faith. They that ſhine in en works withe . 
bout faith, are like dead men who 


ave goodly and 
precious tombs, Faith cannot but be naked without 
good works, for then it is no true faith; and when 
4 
6 


works 


it is adjoined to works, yet it is above the works. 
For as men firſt have life, and after are nouriſhed ;. 
fo muſt our faith in Chriſt go before, and after be 
5 nouriſhed with good works. As life may be with- 
out nouriſhment, but nouriſhment can't be without 
life. A man muſt needs be nouriſhed by good works, 
| © but firſt he muſt have faith. He that doth good 
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